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be traced only in a few places both on the east and west sides;
but the whole surface is covered with broken stones and
fragments of bricks and pottery.   Here the old coins are found
in greater numbers than in any other part of the ruins; and
here, also, a single man collected for me, in about two hours,
a double handful of' bits of lapis lazuli, which are not to be
seen elsewhere. Judging from the size of the place, I take it
to be the site of the inhabited part of the city in the time
of Hwen Thsang, who describes it as being only 10 K, or If
mile, in circuit.   This conclusion is confirmed by the position
of the great ruined stupa in the midst of the Babarkh&na
land, which is 8000 feet north-north-east from the near end
of the Bir mound, and 10,000 feet, or just 2 miles, from the
main entrance to the middle of the old city. As Hwen Thsang
describes the position of the stupa of the "Head Gift" as
being 12 of 13 tt, or rather more than 2 miles, to the north
of the city,1 I think that there can be little doubt that the
city of his time was situated on the the mound of Bir,   I
traced the remains of three small topes on the north and east
sides of the mound, all of which Lad been opened previously
by the villagers, who, however, stoutly denied the fact, and
attributed the   explorations to General Abbott and Major
Pearse.

Hatidl is a strong fortified position on the west end of
a spur of the M&rgda range, and immediately to the north-
east of the Bir mound, from which it is separated by the
Tabrfi, Nala. About half a mile from Bir the spur is divided
into two nearly parallel ridges, about 1500 feet apart, which run
almost due west to the bank of the Tabri, where they are
joined by a high earthen rampart. The clear space thus
enclosed is not more then 2000 feet by 1000 feet, but the
whole circuit of the defences, along the hill-ridges and the
artificial ramparts, is about 8400 feet, or upwards of 1J mile.
Afc the east end the two parallel ridges are joined by stone

1.   Julien's 'Hiotien, Thsang', ii. 153.